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est possible effect. They were heard by thou-
sands and read by tens of thousands. They fell,
of course, upon willing ears. The people, smarting
under bankruptcy, poverty, and business depression,
were wild for a change; but nothing did so much
to swell the volume of public resentment against
the policy of the ruling party as these speeches
of Mr. Webster, which gave character and form
to the whole movement. Jackson had sown the
wind, and his unlucky successor was engaged in
the agreeable task of reaping the proverbial crop.
There was a political revolution. The Whigs
swept the country by an immense majority, the
great Democratic party was crushed to the earth,
and the ignorant misgovernment of Andrew Jack-
son found at last its fit reward. General Harri-
son, as soon as he was elected, turned to the two
great chiefs of his party to invite them to become
the pillars of his administration. Mr. Clay de-
clined any cabinet office, but Mr. Webster, after
some hesitation, accepted the secretaryship of state.
He resigned his seat in the Senate February 22,
1841, and on March 4 following took his place in
the cabinet, and entered upon a new field of public
service.